
A NEW YEAR AND TIME FOR A NEW LOOK
Jack Slankard, another one of our classmates has joined our committee.  He is a 

semi-retired commercial artist and he has been working on ideas for a new heading for 
the newsletter.  He came up with the one you see on this the frst newsletter of 2015.

We think it is quite elegant and will catch everyone's attention as soon as they open 
it up.  We hope you like it as much as we do.

SHAKE RATTLE AND ROLL IN OKLAHOMA
Do any of you remember the ground rolling and shaking from a earthquake in Tulsa 

during the 1940's, 50's and 60's.  We think not.  We are sure we had ground movement in 
Tulsa from earthquakes in that period of time, but it was so small it could not be felt by 
humans.  Last year, the state experienced 585 earthquakes of magnitude 3.0 or higher, 
more than in the past 35 years combined.  That fgure earned Oklahoma the title of the 
most seismically among the continuous 48 states, including California.

The surge in earthquakes has Oklahomans taking sides in search for causes.  Most 
earthquakes in Oklahoma appear to be the result of natural stresses.  Another possible 
cause is  climate change and drought.  A third cause is  hydraulic  fracking.  Hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking) is a process of injecting at high pressure a mixture of water, sand 
and chemicals into a well that has been drilled down and then horizontally.  The process 
uses millions of gallons of this mixture.  The injection causes the shale at that depth to 
crack, creating fssions and releasing the natural gas and oil in the shale.  Sand keeps 
fssions open where natural gas and oil fow from the fssions into wells.

Also this "dirty water" that comes to the surface during oil and gas production is 
hauled to wastewater injection sites miles away and pumped deep into porous layers of 
rock below the earth's  surface.  Scientists now believe that injecting to much "dirty 
water" can cause it to seep into faults where the added pressure and lubrication can 
cause the faults to slip and unleash earthquakes.

According to the E.P.A., most oil and gas injection wells are in Oklahoma, Texas, 
Kansas and California.  Nationwide, about 144,000 wells inject more than 2 billion gallons 
of wastewater every day.  There are about 3,200 active injection wells in Oklahoma.  In 
2013, the latest year fgures are available,  operators disposed of 1.1  billion barrels of 
wastewater in these wells.  This is equal to the amount 576 petroleum supertanker ships 
or 23,000 Lake Yaholas could hold.

To Tulsa-area residents, feeling an earthquake is still mostly a novelty, but in some 
areas of the state, the novelty has worn thin.  Elsewhere in Oklahoma, areas of Logan, 
Payne and Grant counties are particularly hard hit by earthquakes.  Fears of a large 
earthquake in Oklahoma are not unfounded.  In a study, a study published in Science, a 



large section of the Nemaha fault running through the state's center is capable of hosting 
a  magnitude  7  earthquake.  The  Oklahoma  Geological  Survey  and  the  United  States 
Geological Survey warned last year that changes had increased for a damaging quake 
similar to the 2011 earthquake in Prague.  That magnitude 5.6 earthquake was the state's 
largest.

According to the State Insurance Department, 174 houses were identifed as having 
earthquake damage in Lincoln and Pottawatomie counties, including six destroyed and 20 
with major damage.  About 60 percent of the state's wastewater is injected into the 
Arbuckle geologic  zone.  Well  operators  prefer the Arbuckle because it  is  considered 
porous and able to accept seemingly endless amounts of wastewater.  That zone of rock is 
just  above  the  granite  "basement"  layer,  the  most  susceptible  to  fracturing  under 
pressure.

The interest in  earthquake insurance continues to grow in Oklahoma with about 
35,000 policies sold last year.  About 25 percent of Oklahomans who have home owners 
insurance also have earthquake insurance.  However, many people mistakenly think that 
homeowners policies cover earthquake damage.  Most consumers never read their policy 
and they think they are covered for earthquake damage.

Earthquake  policies  differ  widely  in  the  amount  of  deductibles,  ranging  from 2 
percent to 10 percent of a home's total value before coverage kicks in.  Some companies 
also have moratorium on new policies for 30 to 60 days following an earthquake.  A survey 
of some of the state's largest insurers found hat 54 claims were fled by Oklahomans 
holding earthquake insurance policies last year.  The majority of claims have not yet been 
paid.

A  Prague  earthquake  victim  has  fled  a  lawsuit  against  two  energy  companies 
seeking  class-action  status  for  people  in  nine  Oklahoma  counties  where  homes  have 
allegedly been damaged by frequent earthquakes. The suit was fled in Lincoln County 
District Court against New Dominion L.L.C., a Tulsa-based energy company and Spess Oil 
Company based in Cleveland, Ok.

Bill and Tess Northcutt



DOWNTOWN CONEY ISLAND IS MOVING 
TO THE BRADY DISTRICT

The Coney Island downtown has been around since 1924 so I am sure that we have 
all been there many times. It has been in, and continues to be in the the Economou 
Family for several generations.

During  these  many  years  it  has  changed  
locations at least three times and is about to do 
it again.  My frst memory of it is at 108 West 
Fourth  Street  (which  was  not  the  original  
location).   A  rather  narrow  store  with  the  
kitchen and serving area on the left, and school 
desk type chairs on the right.  It was a good 
place to visit after a movie at one of Tulsa's old 
magnifcent downtown theaters

                        Pictures from other source

Several years ago Mr. Economou got 
the chance to buy the Downtowner Motel 
which was located across the street from his 
108 location.  The motel had been closed for 
several years.  He remolded the ground foor 
and moved his restaurant into that location. 
I remember him giving Carol and me a tour 
of the remodeled ground foor.  He was very 
proud of what he had done.  To the best of 
my knowledge, he never re-opened the motel 
part.  One of the advantages he gained with the move across the street was more dining 
space, but the main advantage was that he now had a parking lot for off-street parking.

We went there many times for coneys which we 
always bought in threes.  With three you got a free 
drink.  Oh, they were so good, especially if you put a 
little hot sauce on them.  Many times I would stop in 
after work and get them to take home, but they were 
better if you ate them right there.  

The clientele ran the gamete from people who by 
their appearance may have been homeless or almost so, 
to business people in suits and ties.  The school desks were still the preferred seating.  

After several years Mr. Economou sold the property.  That meant that he would 
eventually have to move again.  The move wasn't very far.  Actually it was right back 
across the street.  He remodeled his old 108 location and was back in the coney business 
over there.  Though the coneys were as good as ever, parking was now a major problem. 
His customers were used to having a nice parking lot, and now it was gone.

That situation is about to become a thing of the past.  This move will be to the up 
and coming Brady District.  They are moving into a location at the corner of Archer and 
Main,  where they are currently renovating a 2,974 square foot space next to Sisserou's 

Restaurant.   It  will  more  than  triple  the  
restaurant's square footage, and there should be 
plenty of parking with the addition of 30 spaces. 

The plan is to open in the new space about the 
middle of March.  They will continue to operate 
in the present downtown location until the move 
is made.  I am sure that this move will assure 



that they are around with their wonderful coneys for many more years to come.  When 
you are in town, be sure to check them out and bring back some old memories.  They are 
just as good as ever.

Warren Cox

ARTICLES WANTED
We  need  your  stories!   Unfortunately  our  newsletter  staff  is  shrinking.   We 

encourage you to contribute articles for all of us to enjoy.  Maybe there are some things 
you have done that were on your bucket list that would make a good story.  Since we all 
live in different parts of the country there are unique features and experiences that the 
rest of us will never get to know about unless you tell us.  You can email them, or send 
them in by snail mail.  The email address is  wdcox@cox.net .  If you want to mail your 
stories, please send them to the return address on this newsletter.  We will be glad to 
hear from you!  We will be glad to have pictures too.

Newsletter Staff

11th STREET BRIDGE – 100 YEARS OLD
The interesting and amazing  

100 year history of this iconic bridge 
touches Tulsa’s economy, is noted for 
it’s  architecture,  and  positively  
infuenced  the  decision  for  U. S.  
Highway Route 66 to come through 
Tulsa.

Oil was discovered in the early 
1900’s in Sand Springs, Sapulpa, Red 
Fork,  and Glenpool.  The Arkansas  
River was an obstacle to westward 
travel.  The old wagon bridge built in 
1904 and operated as a toll bridge 
was  not  adequate  for  the  
dramatically  increased traffc fow  
across  the  river.   So,  the  Tulsa  
County voters were convinced of the 

need for a larger bridge and they voted to  pass  a $200,000 bond issue  to build  a 
reinforced concrete bridge across the Arkansas River.  The bridge was essential for local 
commuters and necessary for the economic growth of Tulsa.

Construction on the 11th Street bridge was started in 1915 and completed in 1916.  It 
was the frst multi-span concrete structure in  the Midwest.  It included 18  graceful 
arches and was deemed an architectural gem.  With the art deco-style guardrails and 
lighting fxtures added later, it was also widened with a second arched bridge immediately 
to the south.  Both bridges were connected with a single deck.  The 11th Street Bridge was 
the frst automobile bridge to cross the Arkansas River anywhere along its 1,450 mile path 
from Colorado, through Kansas, Oklahoma, and Arkansas on the way to the Mississippi 
River.

Tulsan, Cyrus Avery, was a County Commissioner from 1913 to 1916 and helped with 
the bridge construction.  He was appointed by the Federal Government in 1924 as a 
consulting highway specialist.  He recognized the economic impact of highways across the 
U. S.  Mr. Avery was assigned the job of creating a U. S. highway system, and supported a 
route from Chicago to Los Angeles that would pass through Tulsa, his hometown.  The 11th 

Street Bridge became a major  determining factor for  including Tulsa in  this  highway 
system which became the famous “Route 66.”

mailto:wdcox@cox.net


Our 100 year old 11th Street Bridge was used from 1916 to 1972 as part of  Route 
66.  It was closed to vehicles in 1980 and to pedestrians in 2008 due to safety factors. 
In 1996 it was listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  In 2004, the bridge was 
offcially named the “Cyrus Avery Route 66 Memorial Bridge” honoring the man responsible 
for  bring Route  66 through Tulsa.  In  2012 the “Cyrus  Avery Centennial  Plaza” was 
dedicated at the east end of the bridge. A sculpture titled “East Meets West” stands 
alongside this iconic 100 years old bridge.  While not currently in use, the 11th Street 
Bridge retains it’s architectural beauty and signifcance to the history and growth of Tulsa. 
We also appreciate the vital part it played in designing the path through Tulsa for Route 
66.

Joanne Stadler

RESPONSES
Bill Todd Sent a card with a most generous donation.  On it he wrote “This card is good 
for you servants who bring joy to others with your newsletter.  This letter brings joy to 
many.  May God Bless, Bill.” (Thank you for your kind words and “over the top” donation)

Don Ragan wrote “Thank everyone for their good work and dedication on the newsletter. 
I always enjoy reading it. I hope this donation will cover ½ of the cost of printing and 
mailing”. (We are glad you enjoy the newsletter, we enjoy doing it, this newsletter is half  
yours, your donation and the donations of others keep it going.)

Steve Nichols sent a nice note updating us on his status with a donation attached. (Thank 
you Steve, for keeping us up to date and the donation is greatly appreciated).

Karen Traweek  wrote, “Sorry to read of the loss of your “ring leader” Ed.  Always look so 
forward to reading the news from Tulsa and Class of 52.  Keep up the good work and 
Happy Holidays to all!  Used to eat @ Goldies on Lewis.  I can’t recall a bad burger, even 
took my children there, when coming back for a visit.  As ever, Karen” (thanks for the kind 
words Karen and the nice donation!)

Warren received this note from Fred Upton and wife Helen.      “Helen and I just received 
our Nov. newsletter. It is so sad to hear Edward Stadler had passed away.  He was so 
important to the Class of ’52 and to all the people that knew him so well.  We hope the 
newsletter will continue and honor him for the publication he started so many years ago. 
Here is a donation to help.” (thanks for your comments, yes, he is missed!.  And thank you 
Fred for your nice donation!)

The following letter  comes  from  Frank Reisinger (husband of  Barbara (Young)  “Dear 
Warren, Just received your last newsletter – so happy you’re keeping it going.  I look 
forward to your letters.  Our Class of ’43 is sort of  getting thinner, so it is neat you 
“younger ones” are keeping it going.  The Will Rogers School Reunion was held a few 
months ago: none of the frst class of ’40 (my sister’s class) attended, none of Class of ’41, 
one of ’42, and 3 from Class of ’43:  Earl Johnson, Bill Chronic and Me.  I looked but 
didn’t see any of you guys there.  You know I lost my precious Bobbie last year after 60 
heavenly years, but still cherish our associations with you all.  We always looked forward 
to the letters.  One “cute reminiscence” – Bobbie had in her “cute way” of mentioning on 
several occasions over the years that I had put a crimp in her social life (we started 
dating in June ’50) and she said that the word got around that she was dating an “older 
guy” and therefore none of you guys would ask her out.  She had to wait for me to call 
over a period of 2 years!  I guess you know we eventually married (when she turned 18) 
and that took care of that!  I’ll enclose some funds to keep it going.  Thanks! “ (Thank you 
Frank for your response to Bobby’s Class of ’52.  Thanks for the donation!  We do plan to 
keep it going, the Good Lord Will’en.  We’ll keep you in the loop.)

We received this from Ken Wolf.  “I was saddened to read of Ed’s passing.  Warren, what 
a wonderful article.  I know the staff will miss Ed.  Keep up the good work.  Thanks to 
you all.”  (Thank you Ken for your response and comments.  We appreciate your donation 
and do plan to keep on “a truck’en”)



“What a sad day yesterday when I opened the Newsletter, to see that my best childhood 
friend had died.  My Mother had photos of Ed and me walking together our very frst day 
of school.  Later when attending Wilson Junior High, Ed and I spent numerous afternoons 
at our house or his, till our parents returned from work.  My father, Bob Moyer, and Ed’s 
father  were  friends,  and  the  fathers  would  include  Ed  and  me  on  occasional  short 
weekend trips.  Unfortunately, my father was transferred to Great Bend Kansas at the 
end of my Jr. year.  Fortunately, thought, there in Kansas, I met Patsy, my wife of 62 
years.  Warren, you I believe, I remember most from Junior High.  All the best,  Dick 
Moyer     (thanks for the response Dick, Ed often mentioned you with fond memories from 
childhood.  Yes, good friends all these years!  Thanks for the contribution!)

The following responses were received via e-mail by Warren as he inquired of those who 
receive the newsletter by e-mail whether they were receiving it or not. Joan (Wadlow) 
Case   –   “Newsletter came through OK. Thanks”

Marilyn (McKinney) Stone   –    Just wanted to let you know that we lost another one of 
our Will Rogers classmates.  Sue White Cravens died this morning (Dec. 10, 2014).  She had 
cancer.  Kitty Jo Hargrove called her home this morning to see how she was doing and 
was informed that she had passed away.

Jay Lotven   –  “We received and enjoyed the November Newsletter.

Joyce (Gallamore) Gatz   –    “Received the newsletter, thanks!”

Frances (Carlin) Tummons   –     “Received the newsletter in fne fashion.  Thanks!

Marianne and Chuck Canter   –    “Thanks  so  much for the November Newsletter.  We 
received it with no problems – always enjoy it and we thank you all!”

Joyce (Burnham) Rieske   –    “So sorry to hear about Ed’s death.  It was really a super 
Roundup! What fun to read about all those fabulous Tulsa places.  You all do some fne 
research.”

Tom McComb   –   “Got it, thanks Warren”

Joyce (Combs) Hull   –   “I received the newsletter.  Many thanks for the continued efforts 
on your part.”  “You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream.” 
Quote by C.S. Lewis

Lonnie Davis   –   “Warren, I just realized I got a snail mail copy of a past Roundup with a 
note that I hadn’t confrmed receipt by email.  My mistake, but I get it just fne by email 
and you needn’t spend the money on me to snail mail it.  Hope things are going well for 
you and that you had a great Holiday Season.”

LeRoy Sandidge   –    “After moving to California and then to Florida, I am now back in 
Broken Arrow.  We leased out our house in Broken Arrow when we moved away but we 
are back in our home at  917 W. Granger St., Broken Arrow, OK 74012.  Our email address 
is  leroycathy@cox.net.  I will go on line and print out the Roundups I have missed. 
Thanks for all you do tor the Class of 1952.

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US
CAROLYN SUE WHITE CRAVENS

JERRY CUNNINGHAM

PAT WAGONER LOHMAN

DONATIONS
 Thanks again for your generous donations. This time we received them from the 
following classmates:  Dick Moyer,  Steve Nichols, Sr,  Don Ragan, Frank Riesinger,  Bill 
Todd, Karen Traweek, Fred Upton, and Kenneth Wolf. 
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RECENT LOST CLASSMATES
Returned Newsletters  -  no forwarding address

Bill Finley Marked “Not deliverable as addressed”
   “Unable to forward”

(His phone number is no longer in service)

THIS IS NOT THE MYSTERY PICTURE

It is however, a recent picture of downtown Tulsa looking from North to South and 
because it is such a nice one with beautiful clouds in a blue sky, we thought those of you 
who have been away for a while would enjoy seeing it.    Picture from other source

MYSTERY PICTURE

The mystery picture in the last issue was Brown Airport.  It 
was located at the corner of 51st street and Sheridan. That 
was so long ago that it is hard to think of that area as  
being out in the country. (By the way, no one guessed it.)

IN CLOSING
 Another year is well under way, Winter is on its way out 

and Spring is just around the corner.  Warmer weather  
brings more chances to be outside enjoying the things we l
ike to do in the Summer.  Lawn mowing is always good  
exercise, but I do have to admit that I have a mower that is 
self propelled and has electric start.  Carol has hundreds  
(and I am not exaggerating) of plants so there is always 

work to do with them.  When weather permits, my bicycle gets a good work-out, but 
again I do have to admit that it also has an electric motor for help on the hills. We hope 
that you-all are able to enjoy Summer, even though we may have to take it a little slower 
than we did in the old days.

Please keep us informed about your activities so that we can share them with our 
fellow classmates.  We always enjoy hearing from you and posting your responses in this 
publication.

Your Newsletter Gang



And Will Rogers says:

“Mr. Hoover is going to insist on the People
  taking care of each other as long as it is
  possible to do so, and that will be a long
  time, for never was there as much money
  in the hands of the few as now”
  September 6, 1031


